List of Latin and French Phrases/Words 
Commonly Used in English: 



French: 

. A la mode: fashionable 

. Adieu: "to God"; farewell; goodbye 

. Aide-memoire: "memory aid"; an object or memorandum to assist in 

remembrance, or a diplomatic paper proposing the major points of discussion 

. Au contraire: to the contrary 

. Au revoir: farewell for the time being 

Bon appetit: 'Good appetite' - "Enjoy your food" 

Bon voyage: have a good trip 

. Chef d'oeuvre: a masterpiece 

. Cliche: a phrase that has become trite through overuse; a stereotype 

. Cordon bleu: high quality, especially of cooking 

. Coup d'etat: an abrupt overthrow of a government through unconstitutional 
means, for example, by force, or by occupation of government structures during 
the leader's absence 

. Coup de grace: figuratively, a finishing stroke, one that settles or puts an end to 
something 

. Coup de theatre: a dramatic turn of events 
Decor: the layout and furnishing of a room 

Deja vu: the feeling of having seen or experienced something before 

. En masse: in a group; all together 

. En passant: in passing 
En route: on the way 

. Faux pas: a social blunder, causing embarrassment or loss of reputation; literally, a 
'false step' 




. Forte: strength, expertise, one's strong point 
Merci beaucoup: 'Thank you very much' 

. Vis-a-vis: literally 'Pace to Pace'; oPten now used in the sense oP 'in relation to' 

Latin: 

. A Priori: Prom theory; deductively 

. Ad hoc: Por one speciPic case 

. Alter ego: another selP 

. Bona Fide: unquestionable; in good Paith 

. Ergo: therePore; consequently 

. Impromptu: spontaneous; without preparation 

. Ipso Pacto: by that very Pact 

Per se: in itselP; intrinsically 

. Prima Pacie: at Pirst sight; on the Pace oP it 

. Pro bono: without charge - Por the public good 

. Pro Rata: proportionally; in equal parts 

Quid pro Quo: a Favour or advantage granted in return Por something; literally, 
"something Por something" 

. Vice versa: the other way around; reciprocally 

. Vox populi: the voice oP the people 




